
The U.S. and Houston labor markets held consistent in 
August. With a slight decrease in the unemployment rate 
and no change in total nonfarm employment, the 
Houston labor market remains highly competitive. The 
Texas unemployment rate held steady at 3.4% for the 
third month in a row in August, continuing a challenging 
recruiting and retention climate for employers. 

Unemployment Rates

Workforce Insights
As we head into Q4, many companies have begun to 
slow down recruiting efforts. However, especially for 
companies looking for niche skillsets, it is important to 
maintain constant, consistent recruiting. Businesses 
that opt to slow down recruiting in Q4 risk losing 
awareness and momentum with job seekers in the 
marketplace.

While the logistics industry continues to deal with a 
severe skills gap, there are many environmental 
benefits they can offer to attract skilled workers from 
other industries. Logistics companies can appeal to 
skilled workers with climate-controlled work 
environments and flexible work schedules, as well as 
competitive wages. 

Logistics, manufacturing and warehousing companies 
have already started hiring for the holiday season. 
Specifically, the logistics and manufacturing industries 
in Houston will see the highest bumps in seasonal 
workers between now and October. 
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For additional information, please contact:

John Romanow, Vice President, South Central U.S.
romanjh@kellyservices.com  |  214.574.7300   |  www.kellyservices.us/us/business_services

Connect with John Romanow at: www.linkedin.com/in/john-romanow-83290a1/

Sources:

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission, Texas Labor Market Information
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The unemployment rate in Houston was 3.9% in August 2019, down 
from 4.0% in July, while the U.S. unemployment rate was unchanged 
at 3.7%.

Total nonfarm employment in Houston in August 2019 was up by 
2.7% from August 2018, and total nonfarm employment in the 
U.S. was up by 1.4% from the previous year. 
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